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OF THE 


Enquiry into the Reaſms of 
tbe Conduct of Great 
Britain, &c. 


My LorD, or Sis; 
oK which of thoſe 


4 Titles is your Due, 
b _— in con- 


3 9 _ are 10 much oblig d, 
1 B renders 


(®) 


renders uncertain, as it obliges me 


to apply to you in this publick 
Manner, not knowing otherwiſe 
how to Addreſs you for a further 
Exerciſe of your generous, open, 
and communicative Diſpoñtion, in 
ſatisfying me and others upon the 
following QuesTions, which 
ſeem naturally to ariſe from the Sub- 
ject Matter of your Trcatiſe: I take 
Liberty to ask Satisfaction from 
you as to theſe Points, you having 
declar'd your Readineſs to give it; 
and that it's the Right of a free 
* to demand it. 


FO ERS - Qu ERY 


(9) 


QuERY I. 


If it is true, as you ſay, That 
there ig a ſecret Offenſtue Treaty he- 
tween the Emperor and the King of 
Spain, in which i, agreed, To take 
from us Part of our Dominions, en en· 
croach on our Trade; nay, every thing 
that is valuable to us ; their obliging 
themſelves to eſtabliſh the Pretender 
on the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, 


Proofs ----- Is not That as real and 
actual a Declaration of War as any 
Sound of i or Act of Ho- 

B 2 ſtility 


whereof you have givet® undeniable 


(4) 

ſtility can do, eſpecially Matters 
having gone the Length of actual 
Preparations to invade us, and ſeiz- 
ing our Ships in the Weſt-Indies ? 
If then this is commencing of 
War, which Grortivus and o- 
thers are of Opinion it is by 

the Laws of Nations, What 
has bcen done for the Honour = 
the Britzh Nation, to reſent thoſe 
Indignities, and to do Juſtice to 
its Intereſts ? 


0 
Was it in the Power of Britain 
to ſuppreſs the Oftend Trade, ſeeing 


SE. 

they could after ſuch Meaſures le- 

gally do it, of which the Imperia- 
liſts were conſcious, by their appre- 

hending an Attack there ; and would 
not this have been the quickeſt 
and moſt certain Method to de- 
| troy that Company, from whom 
we juſtly apprehend ſo much Pre- 
judice to that, and, in Conſequence, 
| other Branches of our Trade > 


TH. 


Was it in our Power to have 
ſeiz d on the Galleons and their 


Treaſure at Porto- Bello, and the 
Fl otilla 


(6) 
Flotilla in the Hava if fo, 


would not that om + more 


_ effectual Check to the ntious 


and unjuſt Views of rhe Emperor 
and Spam, by taking from them 
thoſe Sinews of their Power, 
which, whilſt they remain, are at 


leaſt a Fund of Credit to them ? 
And have not our Ships receiv'd 


greater Damage than would have 
been the Effect of ſuch an Enter- 


priſe, which, if it had ſucceeded, 


would have paid for the extraor- 
dinary Expences, occafion'd by theſe 
Meaſures of our Enemies? * 


IV. I 


3 Los rata: as PO” rp hay — 


1 


(P) 


IV. 


It is good Policy to be ſlow to 
reſent Injuries : And are not the E- 
nemies of ſuch a People apt to 
think them weak or baſe, and 
conſequently to deſpiſe them? And, 
on the contrary, is not that Nation 
moſt efteem'd and regarded, who is 
juſtly tenacious of the Point, both | 
of Honour, and of Intereſt ; an In- 
ſtance whereof is, the French never 
could eftabliſh an advantagious 
Commerce with the Ottoman Port, 
till 


_— 
till 1673, when their Appearances | 
in Europe made ſuch a Noiſe. 


V. 


What has been done by Great 
Britain to eſtablſh the Peace in the 
North, and to avoid the Reſent- 
ments of the Power of Rafſia, 
which has, and probably will em- 
ploy a great Part of our naval Force 
that would have been uſeful in 
the Diſputes with the Emperor and 
Spain, or have fav'd a general Ex- 
pence to the Nation? And to ex- 
plain 


— 


(9) 


plain to us how it is juſt and pru- 
dent to ſupport Denmark in the 
Poſſeſſion of the Dutchy of Sle:ſ- 


wick, ſo wrongfully taken from the 
Duke of Holſter ? 


vI. 


Give us the Satisfaction to hear 
ſome of the Reaſons, why Britain 


refus'd the ſole Mediation offer d us 


at Cambray? and how it could have 


given Umbrage to France, for whom 


we likewiſe could have been Me- 


diators; which would have de- 
priv d Spain of any Pretext or Rea- 


C ſon 


(10) 


ton for the Meaſures they have ta- 


ken; and if it had ſucceeded, would 
have given us an Opportunity of ob- 


taining a good Settlement for our 
Commerce with thoſe ſeveral Na- 


tions, and conſequently all the reſt 
of Europe, which is in a worſe Con- 
dition at preſent than it was ever 
known to be theſe ſixty Years 


paſt. 


VII. 


Is it not equally neceſſary in the 


 eftabliſhing of the Balance of Pow- 


er, to avoid thoſe Engagements 
- - 


(II) 

with your Ally, which may make 
him too great, as to reduce the 
formidable Power of your Enemy? 

If ſo, and that we muſt have a 
War, which from the Engagements? 
and Stiffneſs of our adverſe Party, 
you ſay, is unavoidable; what 
Precautions are taken againſt 
France's ſeizing, and keeping when 
ſeiz'd, the Low Countries? What 
Caution has been us'd, that they 
ſhan't again become formidable at 
Sea, as once we felt them to 
be? and if no Care 1s taken 
of this, what ſhall we gain by 
our Succeſs in the War? It has 
been always thought, and not with- 


C2 out 


+4 2 

out Reaſon, that every Step which 
increaſes the Strength of France leads 
to our Ruin. We have been always 
Rivals, and unleſs we are ſo much 
wiſer than our Anceſtors, and de- 
ſert a Principle eftabliſh'd on Expe- 
rience, we will be always jealous 
of the Growth of Power of that 
Nation. 


VIII 


Judge HAL E fays, The Pre- 
apprebenſion and Anticipation of Dif- 
fieulties is the Matter of Prevention, 

and that it is not proper to wait 
the 


( 13 ) 


the Irruption of Troubles. If this 


Sentiment is juſt and politick ; and 
if, as you ſay, we had early No- 
tice of the Treaty of Vienna, which 
was ſign d nigh two Years ago, 
What has been done for our Ho- 
nour or Safety? or what has been 
done fince, to weaken our Ene- 
mies, or ſtrengthen our ſelves ? 


IX. 


Pleaſe enable us to anſwer an 
Ob jection to the Meaſures taken, 


which may be made by the diſcon- 


tented or ill deſigning People, that 
„ 


(14) 
the fifty Men of War we have had 
at Sea this laſt Year, having done 
nothing but defer'd the Execution 
of our Enenues Defigns, at a vaſt 
Expence to us, the Ruin of many 
of our Ships, and the Death of many 
of our Seamen? If our Enemies 
may not keep that Meaſure upon 
us for ſome Years ſucceeding, with- 
out much Prejudice to themſelves, 
whilſt they make us waſte our 
Treaſure, ruin our Trade and naval 
Force, and thereby ſo weaken us, 
that they can afterwards execute 
their Deſigns with Certainty and 
Safety? And if we are not to pro- 
ceed in that Way, why we have 
Pa begun 


(15) 
begun ſo? fince, as you ſay, we 
had laſt Year loft all Hopes and Ex- 
pectation of an amicable Accomo- 
dation of Matters; they having 
poſitively inſiſted on Gibraltar and 
the Oſtend Trade, neither of which 
we could comply with. 
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